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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. Responsive to the amendment filed on October 31 , 2005, claims 9-1 8, 26-32, 47- 
60 have been cancelled as requested. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's argument's, see pages 16-24 filed on October 31 , 2005 with respect 
to claims 1-8, 19-25, 33-46, 61-90, now renumbered as claims 1-59 have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. The rejections of claims 1-8, 19-25, 33-46, 61-90 have 
been withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-8, 19-25, 33-46, 61-90, now renumbered as claims 1-59 are allowed. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Regarding claims 1,19, 33, 40, 61, 68, 76, 84, the prior art of record fails to 

disclose or fairly suggest a communication system comprising: a plurality of 
physical layer devices having a first channel port associated with a first class of 
service and a second channel port associated with a second class of service, a 
local interface for establishing a plurality of channel connections between each of 
the plurality of ATM communications channels and the first channel port and the 
second channel port, where the local interface has a plurality of addresses, and 
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each of the plurality of channel connections associated with the plurality of 
second channel ports is via one of the plurality of addresses and at least two of 
the plurality of channel connections associated with the plurality of first channel 
ports is via no more than one of the plurality of addresses. 

It is noted that the closest prior art of record, Shinohara discloses a switching 
system within an ATM environment comprising an arbitrator for selecting a service class 
of the incoming data and selecting the corresponding output port for the incoming data 
received at an input port according to the class of service. However, Shinohara fails to 
disclose or render obvious the above underlined limitations as claimed 
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Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

(a) Delattre et al (US 6606302) discloses a method for the control of flows within an 
ATM switch where the flows are categorized based on service class and associated 
with a correspond port/s. 

(b) Delvaux (US 6718419) discloses communication system within the ATM 
environment, implementing a data bus address extender. 

6. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher P. Grey whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3160. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30-3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chi Pham can be reached on (571)272-3179. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Christopher Grey 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2667 
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